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 Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 

Protecting and Promoting the 
Health of Ontarians 

Ontario Public Health 
Standards: Requirements for 
Programs, Services, and 
Accountability 
The Ontario Public Health Standards: Requirements for 
Programs, Services, and Accountability are published as the 
public health standards for the provision of mandatory health 
programs and services by the Minister of Health and Long-Term 
Care, pursuant to Section 7 of the Health Protection and 
Promotion Act. 
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Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 

 

Health Equity 
Guideline, 2018 

Population and Public Health Division,  
Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 

Effective: January 1, 2018 or upon date of release 

PurPose and contents of the glossary

We created the glossary to respond to practitioner requests to 

promote the use of clear and effective language—within public 

health and across sectors and regions in Canada—in order 

to enhance powerful communication and action on the social 

determinants of health and health equity.

We strove for simplicity and ease of understanding. The terms 

are organized under four categories: 

• Health status

• Root causes

• Populations

• Interventions

Each definition is followed by an example sentence that uses 

the term with a particular audience.

This glossary is available online at www.nccdh.ca/resources/

glossary.

how the definitions were develoPed 

These definitions were developed by the NCCDH team. We 

reviewed the literature, talked to key informants within 

public health, and focus-tested draft definitions with public 

health colleagues across Canada. Recognizing that essential 

terminology and the meaning of similar terms differ between 

French and English, we undertook separate development 

processes for the English and French glossaries. The 

two glossaries align in many ways, but they are not direct 

translations.

Please keep in mind that the definitions are not intended 

to replace academic/research definitions. We expect our 

definitions to change over time based on feedback from the 

public health community. We have noted sources only when 

our definition is closely related to a published definition.

we’d like to hear from you

Does the definition, and the way we use the term in a  

sentence, make sense to you? 

To send us feedback on a particular term, please use the 

comment boxes that are placed under each term on the 

website www.nccdh.ca/resources/glossary.

You can also e-mail comments to Karen Fish ( kfish@stfx.ca ), 

coordinator of the Resource Library. The terms will be updated 

regularly on our website, based on your feedback, as well as 

on evolving usage in the public health community.
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1.	 What are the top five disproportionately and 
unjustly distributed health inequities in your 
community?

2.	 What are the root causes of these inequities?
3.	 What are some health inequities you are 

addressing in your work?
4.	 What are the opportunities in public health practice, 

research and decision-making to effect change?  
5.	 What are the actions and policies needed at the 

various levels of government to increase people’s 
opportunities to be healthy and reduce health 
inequities?

6.	 Do your budget allocations reflect a  
commitment to address health inequity?  
If no, how could this be changed?

7.	 What actions are you taking to modify the power 
dynamics that create ill health?  

8.	 Thinking about the communities that you work 
with, what are the historical and contemporary 
processes they have faced, which inhibit their 
access to resources and power? 

9.	 How do your organizations’ policies, practices  
and the ways in which resources are distributed, 
contribute to or challenge systems of oppression?
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